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UPON THE 


Printed CASE of the BURG ESV ES and [INHABITANTS 
of. Weſtminſter, againſt the Bill, &c. for the better Regu- 
lating the Nightly Watch and Bedels withjn the two Pariſhes 


of St. James, and St. George, Hanover-Square, within the 
Liberties of the City of Weſtminſter. 


HE great Authorities they ſet forth in the Beginning of their 
Paper, their Immunities, Privileges, Grants, Charters, and Sta- 
tutes of Confirmation, are nothing to the preſent Purpoſe : 
The Powers derived to the Court Leet and Burgeſs Court from 
all or any of theſe, are declared to be for this End only, to promote the 
good Government and Peace of the City and Borough of Weſtminſter, 
and the Liberties thereof, according to the known Laws and Statutes of 
the Realm: The only Queſtion therefore relative to the preſent Caſe is, 
W hat have been, and what are the Laws and Statutes of the Realm with 
reſpect to the keeping Watch and Ward? It is not pretended that there 
is any other but the Statute of Vinche ſter only. The Act 27 Eliz. made 
for the good Government of the City and Borough of Weſtminſter, makes no 
new Proviſion, gives no new Direction in this Particular, nor does it con- 
fer any Power of levy ing Money upon the Inhabitants for that Purpoſe; 
and in what Manner this Pretenſion of raiſing a Tax 1s ſhuffled in, as it 
were by the bye, in the printed Caſe, is well worth obſerving : They 
ſay, that on Feb. 13. 1719. and on Sept. 22. 1720. certain Orders or 
Bye-Laws were by Virtue of the Act of 27 Eliz. made by the Dean, High 
WW Steward, and the Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants, whereby (among other Things) 

| the Burgeſſes and Aſſiſtants, in their reſpective Wards, were impower'd to 
nale and collect a Rate to ſupport the Watch: This is the Account they 

themſelves give of it, and it ſeems very extraordinary, that in the Face 

of a Parliament, they ſhould thus own the Exerciſe, and pray the Con- 

tinuanceof an illegal Power of ſo tender a Nature, as the levying of Money 

upon their Fellow Subjects from the Authority of their own Bye-Laws 

only, and without any Conſent or Authority of Parliament whatſoever. 
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They urge, That Bills were brought into Parliament in 1705, and in 
1719 and 1720. for eſtabliſning a new Regulation of the Watch, and 
were thrown out: But they do not pretend theſe Bills were the ſame 
with that now depending ; the contrary 1s true, they were of a Nature 
very different from this; and therefore, tho“ they were rejected, no Ar- 
gument can from thence be drawn of any Force againſt the preſent Bill. 


That under the Regulations and the Care of the Burgeſs Court, the Inhabi- 
tants have thought themſelves very ſafe, is a ſtrange Aſſertion, when it is 
notorious, that many whole Streets have been driven to the Neceſſity 
of entering into Subſcriptions, and maintaining a private Watch for their 
own Security ; and this they complain of as an Inconvenience and a Miſ- 
chief in another Part of their Caſe, forgerful how little that conſiſts with 
the general Satisfaction which they would have it believed their Manage- 
ment gives. 


They object againſt the Veſtries, That they are an uncertain and fluctu- 
ating Body of Men, and have no regular Courts or Meetings, it may there- 
fore be neceſſary to obſerve, that the Veſtry of Sr. George's Pariſh con- 
fiſts of an Hundred and one, and that of Sr. James of Thirty-four, of the 
principal Inhabitants of both Pariſhes, whereas the Burgeſſes in St. Fames's 
Pariſh are but two, and their two Aſſiſtants, and thoſe Tradeſmen, and in 
St. George's there is no Burgeſs, but only an Aſſiſtant to a Burgeſs who lives 
in St. Martin's Pariſh, nor are the Veſtries in any other Senſe fluctuating 
Bodies, than the Court of Burgeſſes is, and they not only meet at ſeveral 
ſtated Times in the Year, but alſo at other Times as Buſineſs requires. 


The Miſmanagement they hint at in the Pariſh of &. James has noother 
Foundation but this, 'That about three Years ago one of the Overſeers 
of the Poor, who was ſuppoſed at the Time he was choſen to be a ſuffi- 
cient Perſon, proved inſolvent, having two hundred and thirty Pounds 
of the Pariſh Money in his Hands, but forty Pounds of this hath ſince 
been paid, and there is a fair Proſpect that the reſt will be paid, nor 
was there any Re- 4//e//ment made on that Account, nor hath any other 
Accident of this Nature happen'd by the Inſolvency of any Church- 
warden or Overſeer, ſince the Erection of the ſaid Pariſh, which is about 
fifty Years ago. 


It is not eaſy to gueſs what they would infer from the TranſaFion which 
paſſed between them and the Veſiry of St. George Hanover-Square in the 
ear 1727. The Gentlemen of that Veſtry, among the other publick 
Intereſts of the Pariſh, were deſirous to try if it were poſſible to put that 
of the Nightly Watch upon a better Footing; they were ſenſible how 
important a Concern it was, and under what Neglect and Miſmanage- 
ment it lay, and therefore they did reſolve to confer with ſome of the 
Burgeſs Court, they heard what they could propoſe, they examined and 
conſidered what Aſſiſtance they could receive from them towards a more 
proper and uſeful Eſtabliſnment of ſuch a Watch, and they made ſeveral 
Calculations and Eſtimates with relation to the Expence; but after ſome 
Time and Thoughts ſpent upon the Subject, they were forced to give it 
| | Over, 
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over, finding that there was no Foundation of Law upon which they 
could proceed, and not willing to give the leaſt Countenance to any Pro- 
ceedings which had not that Foundation; can any Argument therefore 
be drawn from hence in Prejudice either of the Veſtry or the Bill? The 
treating with the Burgeſs Court, ſnewed the Veſtry had no Prejudice 
againſt them, and the coming to no Concluſion, ſhew'd, that in their 
Opinion, even at that Time, a new Law was neceſſary. 


They ſay, that the much greater Number of the Inhabitants do ap- 
prehend this Bill to be highly prejudicial to them, but they do not offer 
one ſingle Reaſon for ſuch their Apprehenſion. | 


They alledge alſo, That the other Veſtries in the Liberty are ſo well ſa- 
tisfied with the Conduct and Government of the Burgeſs Court, that tho' 
they were all applied to, they none of them have joined in petitioning for 
this Bill. It is true, the two Pariſhes who have applied, did think it but 
decent to acquaint the other Pariſhes with their Intention; but tho' thoſe 
Pariſhes were not prepared to come into ſuch ſudden Meaſures with them 
as the Time required, yet it is ſo far from being clear that a full Satiſ- 
faction in the Eſtabliſnment of their Watch was the Cauſe which pre- 
vented them, that it may well be ſuſpected to be one of the chief Rea- 
ſons why the Burgeſs Court is ſo much offended with this Bill, that they 
are afraid the good Effects of it may invite other Pariſhes to follow the 
Example, and then there will be an End of that they do not care to part 
with, the Fingering of ſo much Money. 


At the Concluſion of their Caſe they ſeem to triumph in the Number 
of Hauds ſet to the Petition againſt the Bill, compared with thoſe for it. 
Thoſe who ſigned the Petition for the Bill, did not by any Means affect 
the procuring a great Number of Hands to it, which elſe they could 
eaſily have done; but they depended upon the Reaſonableneſs, and the 
publick Utility of the Thing, for which they applied to Parliament, and 
though large Numbers have ſigned the Petition againſt the Bill, yet it is 
notorious, that many of them knew not the Purport of it, and many were 
induced to ſign by groſs Miſrepreſentations, and there is good reaſon to 
believe, that ſcarce an Inhabitant in either of the two Pariſhes who will 
conſider it, and is capable of judging of it, and is under no Influence or 
Awe from the Burgeſs Court, but will approve of it. 
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Printed Caſe of the Burgeſſes and 
Inhabitants of Weſtminſter against 
the Bill, &c. for the better Re- 
gulating the Nightly Watch and 

Bedels within the two Pariſhes of — 

> St. James, and St. George, Hano- 


= | N ver- Square, within the Liberties 
p 4 of the City of Weſtminſter. 


